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This has been observed worldwide, before the gender revolution which aimed to provide 
equal rights to men and women as well as boys and girls. Rwanda was not left behind 
in this struggle, whereby relevant laws were established as well as various tangible 
strategiesaiming at promoting gender principle and strengthening equal rights 
between the two sexes.
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In order to strengthen women’s land rights, the Government of Rwanda instituted the 
Law No 43/2013 of 16/06/2013 governing land in Rwanda which provides equal 
rights to land. Article 4 of this law clearly states that “all forms of discrimination, such as 
that based on sex or origin, in relation to access to land and the enjoyment of real rights 
shall be prohibited”. It further explains that “the right to land for a man and a woman 
lawfully married shall depend on the matrimonial regime they opted for”. Although this 
will be discussed in the section on persisting obstacles, it is better to hereby state that 
this article concerns only couples that are lawfully married, therefore against rights of a 
wife with no legal marriage status in numerous ways.
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This article also adds that “when children reach the age of majority, the part of property 
over which they have the usufruct right is recovered by the parent who granted it and 
he/she continues to exercise his/her responsibility for the custody of these children in 
accordance with the law”.
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As discussed earlier, regarding spouses, when one of them dies, the widow (er) can 
inherit the property but this depends on the matrimonial regimes they opted for, i.e., 
whether they have chosen community property regime, limited community of property 
regime and separation of property regime. 

The law No 32/2016 of 28/08/2016 governing persons and family is more or less 
related to women’s rights, especially rights to property and inheritance.

First and foremost, Article 23 discusses administration of property of absentee 
presumed to be alive, whereby it explains that “if the absentee presumed to be alive is 
married, the other spouse administers his/her property regardless of the chosen 
matrimonial property regime unless otherwise ordered by the court”. It further explains 
that “when the absentee presumed to be alive is not married and did not appoint an 
authorized representative, the Family Council appoints the administrator of the 
absentee’s property. As far as possible, such an administrator is chosen from among 
the presumptive heirs of the absentee”.

In addition, article 33 says that “the declaration of death of the disappeared person or 
the absentee entails the opening   of succession”. It further stipulates that “the existing 
heirs on the day fixed as the date of death of the disappeared person or absentee have 
the right to share the disappeared person’s or absentee’s estate in accordance with 
relevant laws”. 

These articles clearly show that there is no sex discrimination based on the 
administration of family property in case one of the spouses is absent but presumed to 
be alive. 

The law governing persons and family also discusses rights of family members in case 
they divorce. During the process provided for by the law towards the final divorce 
decision but they are required to live in two separate places in the meantime, article 227 
stipulates that “where the court orders separate residence, except in case where 
spouses are married under the regime of separation of property, movable and 
immovable assets are provisionally shared, after the inventory signed by both parties, 
in consideration of interest of children and the profession of spouses.”.

When parents totally divorce, article 246 orders that “children retain the usufruct right 
over half (1/2) of each spouse’s property which is administered by the parent to whom 
the court grants custody of the children”. 
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Type 3: Separation of property regime 

As we can read from article 14 of this law, “separation of property regime is a contract 
by which spouses agree to contribute to the expenses of the household in proportion to 
their respective abilities while retaining the right of administration, enjoyment and free 
disposal of their personal property”. Also, article 16 of this law explains that “each 
spouse is liable for personal debts contracted before or after marriage, unless he/she 
has contracted such debts for the benefit of the household”. It further adds that “the 
joint debt is repaid by each spouse from his/her own property according to modalities 
they agreed upon while contracting that debt.”.
Apart from articles related to property management of lawfully married couples, this law 
also contains various articles related to women’s rights to inheritance. It is important to 
recall that this law enacted in 2016 replaced the Law N° 22/99 of 12/11/1999 to 
supplement book one of the civil code and to institute part five regarding matrimonial 
regimes, liberalities and successions. Previous laws related to inheritance granted these 
rights only to men and boys, while women and girls were denied their rights to 
properties, whether from their families of origin or those they have founded or will form. 
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